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FOREWORDS

Pursuing higher education in developed countris makes you different in 
deciding what steps you will take after you finish your final examination. In 
Indonesia, if you finish your final examination, this means that you have totally 
finished your study, and there is no need to answer the question, “when will 
you publish your thesis or dissertation?” Of course, this question is not easy to 
be quickly answered because you need time to check again thoroughly the all 
works. Also, to find a good publisher, whom you believe your masterpiece to be 
worldwide well-published, will take time since this is not only an issue regarding 
the production cost of the book, but also with the publisher’s experience in 
disseminating your hardwork.  

Different from in the UK and Germany where I have respectively finished 
my second and third degrees, in Indonesia, you have automatically deserved 
for a degree once after you finish your final examination. There is always a 
strong message for students there reminding you that you have not actually 
accomplished your Master or PhD work if you have not yet published it. In 
the last few years, I more often heard this message when I met my supervisor, 
Prof. Juergen Rueland, and foreign friends, in particular, from Germany, US, and 
Australia, even when the final examination has not been scheduled at the Albert-
Ludwigs-Universitaet Freiburg. The last time, I heard the same question from 
my colleagues from GIGA, ABI, and the Albert-Ludwigs-Universitaet Freiburg 
such as Dr. Andreas Ufen, Dr. Paruedee Nguitragool, and Dr. Stefan Rother.

The main reason they said it is a classical one: they want to have a better 
understanding by reading the printing version rather than by opening the 
e-book version published the e-library section. The on-line publication of 
this PhD thesis has been prepared by the Universitatsbibliothek of the Albert-
Ludwigs-Universitaet Freiburg, Germany. Without the presence of the printing 
publication edition, therefore, the doctoral study still likely has been not yet 
accomplished. For this reason, the printing publication is lauched sooner than 
it has been planned.

The PhD dissertation itself was a reflection of what has been seen and 
experienced by the author from the field as a researcher who has been working in 
the Indonesian parliament (DPR) since more than twenty years ago, witnessing 
the process of regime change from the center of power, namely the parliament, 
particularly, during the crucial time 1998-2004. We know that there is an issue 



viii

of transitional justice which is important for nation which is still in transition. 
Milan Kundera, in his insights in The Book of Laughter and Forgetting, 1979, has 
reminded us, that the struggle against power is the struggle of memory against 
forgetting. He underlined that the first step in liquidating a people is to erase its 
memory, to destroy its books, its culture, and its history. He reminded us also 
that then the remnamts of the old regime try to write new books, to manufacture 
a new culture, and to invent a new history, and then, before long, the nation 
will begin to forget what it is and what it was. Eventually, the world around it 
will forget even faster. That is why Kundera mentioned that the struggle of man 
against power is the struggle of memory against forgetting. 

The objective of this PhD research dissertation or book is not part of a 
struggle for power but attempting to clearly reveal and explain what really 
happenned in Indonesia’s transition. It is expected therefore that the book can 
give sufficient explanations to the unclear transition after the crusial years of 
1998-2004, which can be contributed to bring back the reform movement into 
its right track. Thus, for positive reason, it is not wrong to say here that this 
publication is also part of the struggle of memory against forgetting.

Finally, to all reform activists who have dreamt of and died for the sake of 
the reform movement and the struggle for a better Indonesia, I dedicated this 
book. Now, the mission is really accomplished.
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K K R                     Komisi Kebenaran dan Rekonsiliasi (Committee for Truth 
and Reconciliation)

Kodam        Komando Daerah Militer (Military Regional Command)
Kodim                 Komando Distrik Militer (Military District Command)

Komnas HAM    Komisi Nasional untuk Hak Asasi Manusia (National 
Commission for Human Rights)

Kontras               Komisi untuk Orang Hilang dan Korban Tindak Kekerasan 
(The Commission for Disappearances and Victims of Violence)

Kopassus  Komando Pasukan Khusus (Army’s Special Forces)

Kopkamtib  
Komando Operasional untuk Pemulihan Keamanan dan 
Ketertiban (The Operational Command for the Restoration of 
Security and Order)

Koramil              Komando Rayon Militer (Military Sub-District Command)

Kostrad  Komando Cadangan Strategis (Army’s Strategic Reserve 
Command)

KPP HAM 
Timtim

Komisi Penyelidik Pelanggaran Hak Asasi Manusia 
(Indonesian Commission of Investigation into Human 
Rights Violations in East Timor)

K P U      Komisi Pemilihan Umum (National Elections Commission)
K S A D                Kepala Staf Angkatan Darat (Army Chief)
Laksus  Pelaksana Khusus (Special Agency)
Lemhannas      Lembaga Pertahanan Nasional (National Resilience Council)
L B H               Lembaga Bantuan Hukum (Legal Aid Foundation)

L I P I                  Lembaga Ilmu Pengetahuan Indonesia (Indonesian Institute 
of Sciences)

L  J                       Laskar Jihad (Jihad Warriors)
Lt. Gen.              Lieutenant General

Mahidi Mati Hidup untuk Indonesia (alive or dead for the sake of 
Indonesia)

Malari          Malapetaka 15 Januari 1974 (The January 15, 1974 
Incident)

Maj. Gen.          Major General
M B B                 Messerschmitt-Boelkow-Blohm
Mendagri    Menteri Dalam Negeri (Minister of Domestic Affairs)
Menhan    Menteri Pertahanan (Minister of Defense)

Menhankam Menteri Pertahanan Keamanan (Minister of Defense and 
Security)

Menkopolkam Menteri Kordinator Politik dan Keamanan (Coordinating 
Minister for Politics and Security)
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Menpen    Menteri Penerangan (Minister of Information)
M I L F Moro Islamic Liberation Front
M N L F Moro National Liberation Front

M P R                 Majelis Permusyawaratan Rakyat (People’s Consultative 
Assembly)

M R P                 Majelis Rakyat Papua (The Papuan People’s Assembly)
M U I                  Majelis Ulama Indonesia  (Council of Islamic Clerics)
N G O                 Non-Government Organization

N K R I               Negara Kesatuan Republik Indonesia (Unitary State of the 
Republic of Indonesia) 

N I I                   Negara Islam Indonesia (The Indonesian Islamic State)
N U                     Nadhlatul Ulama (the resurrected Islamic cleric group)

O P M                Organisasi Papua Merdeka (Organization for an Independent 
Papua)

Opsus Operasi Khusus (Special Operation)
O T K                 Orang Tak Dikenal (unknown perpetrators)

Pam Swakarsa Pasukan Pengaman Swakarsa  (voluntary civilian security 
forces)

Pangdam    Panglima Komando Daerah Militer (Military Regional 
Commander)

Pangkostrad  Panglima Komando Cadangan Strategis Angkatan Darat 
(Army’s Strategic Reserve Commander)  

Pansus    Panitia Khusus (Special Committee)

Paspampres   Pasukan Pengamanan Presiden (military elite presidential 
security guards)

P B B                 Partai Bulan Bintang (Crescent Star Party)

P B H I              Perhimpunan Bantuan Hukum Indonesia (The Indonesian 
Association for Legal Assistances)

P D I                  Indonesian Democratic Party

P D I P              Partai Demokrasi Indonesia Perjuangan (Indonesian 
Democratic Party for Struggle)

P D K B             Partai Demokrasi Kasih Bangsa (Love the Nation Democratic 
Party)

P D P                Presidium Dewan Papua (Presidium of the Papuan Assembly)
Pepera        Penentuan Pendapat Rakyat (the UN Act of Free Choice)
Perda         Peraturan Daerah (Regional Government Regulation) 

Permesta  Piagam Perjuangan Rakyat Semesta (Charter for People’s 
Struggle)

Perpu    Government Regulation in lieu of a Law
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Petrus Penembak Misterius (Mysterious Shooter) 

Pilkada            Pemilihan Kepala Daerah (direct elections of governors, 
mayors, or head of districts)

P K                    Partai Keadilan (Justice Party)
P K B                Partai Kebangkitan Bangsa (National Awakening Party)
P K I                 Partai Komunis Indonesia (Indonesian Communist Party)   
P okja              Kelompok Kerja (Working Committe)
Polres      Polisi Resort (Resort Police)
PP   Pemuda Pancasila (Pancasila Youth)

P P M I             Perhimpunan Pekerja Muslim Indonesia (The Association 
of Indonesian Muslim Workers)

P P I                 Pasukan Pejuang Integrasi (all East Timorese pro-
integration militias)

P P P                Partai Persatuan Pembangunan (United Development Party)
P P R C            Pasukan Pengendali Reaksi Cepat (new rapid strike forces)

PPRM    Pasukan Pencegah Rusuh Massa (operational troops for 
preventing mass revolt)

P R R I             Pemerintahan Revolusioner Republik Indonesia 
(Revolutionary Government of the Republic of Indonesia)

R M S              Republik Maluku Selatan (The Republic of South Maluku)
R U U              Rancangan Undang-undang (Bill)

RUU KKN        Rancangan Undang-undang Keselamatan dan Keamanan 
Negara (Bill on State Safety and Security)

Satgas P3TT
Satuan Tugas Panitia Penentuan Pendapat di Timor Timur 
(task force for popular consultation on the East Timor 
referendum)

S B S I           Serikat Buruh Seluruh Indonesia (Indonesian Workers Union)
S  B Y               Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (The Sixth Indonesian President)
Sesko     Sekolah Komando (Military Command School) 

S G I               Satuan Gugus Tugas Intelijen (Military Intelligence Task 
Force)

S I R A             Sentra Informasi untuk Reformasi Aceh (Centre for Information 
on Aceh Referendum)

SIUPP Surat Ijin Usaha Penerbitan Press (press enterprise permit 
letter)

Sishankamrata   Sistem Pertahanan Keamanan Rakyat Semesta (total 
people’s defense and security system)

S P  3                          Surat Penghentian Penyelidikan dan Penuntutan (Letter 
for Cancellation of the Investigation and Prosecution)
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SPKP HAM     
Solidaritas Persaudaraan Korban Pelanggaran HAM 
(Brotherhood Solidarity for the Victims of Human Rights 
Violations)

TAP MPR       Ketetapan MPR (MPR decree)
T N I                Tentara Nasional Indonesia (Indonesian Military)
T P F               Tim Pencari Fakta (Fact Finding Team)
U I         Universitas Indonesia (University of Indonesia)
UNHCR    United Nation High Commissioner for Refugees 
U U                 Undang-undang (Law/Act)
UNTAET UN Transitional Administration in East Timor 
UNTEA         United Nations for Temporary Administration
Wakasad    Wakil Kepala Staf Angkatan Darat (Army Deputy Chief)    
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